




BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

I am reques�ng an advisory opinion regarding the proposed sale of alcohol on property owned by the 
Johnson County Board of Educa�on . 

As background informa�on,  pursuant to KRS 160.293 the Johnson County Fiscal Court(JCFC) and the 
Johnson County Board of Educa�on(BOE) along with a third- party private developer has tenta�vely 
agreed to enter into a joint project.  The BOE is in the process of construc�ng a new high school and all 
other normal facili�es that would be located on property adjoining the proposed joint project loca�on.  
The project area is outside of the school district’s facility plan.  The third-party  private developer has 
agreed to build and pay for a building of approximately 50,000 square feet. This building will be used as a 
bowling alley, recrea�onal ac�vi�es, and a restaurant for families and children. The  private developer 
will pay for the building’s construc�on.  The private developer proposes to sell food and alcohol  in a 
confined area as part of the business plan.  Consistent with statutory requirement under KRS 160.293 
the agreement between the fiscal court and board of educa�on once finalized will have been approved 
by both the Kentucky Department of Educa�on and Office of Atorney General.  

 

The BOE will lease the real property,  site of the building and access to same, to the JCFC who in turn will 
lease the building/realty to the third-party private developer as a long-term lease. 

 

Part of the building will be dedicated solely for the use of the BOE for athle�c training facility. BOE will 
have  priority use of  the bowling alleys for prac�ce as well as state and regional tournaments.  The third-
party  private developer will be opera�ng the bowling  alley  and accommodate school func�ons i.e., 
tournaments and prac�ce etc. 

The benefit to the par�es is obvious, the BOE  is provided use of a training facility and priority use of the 
bowling alley. The JCFC will receive occupa�onal tax revenue and a much-needed recrea�onal facility for 
the community. However, for this project to be economically viable for the private developer, alcohol will  
need to be sold on the premises . 

A�er reviewing the applicable statutes,  the following ques�ons  have arisen: 

1.) Can alcohol be sold on  property owned by the school system that is leased to the JCFC and if so,  
are there any restric�ons on the days and �mes which it can be sold? 

I cannot find any direct statutory prohibi�ons but did note that KRS 244.540  does prohibit 
adver�sing of malt beverages.  Since the project is on school owned property (although leased to the 
Fiscal court)., Our office has not been able to verify a proposed project like this anywhere in the state 
to date.  

 

 


